April 2026
East Kingdom

Internal Letter of Decision
East ILol dated 2026-03-12

To the most noble members of the East Kingdom College of Heralds, greetings! You will find
below the decisions rendered on the submissions for the Internal Letter of Intent issued on
March 12, 2026.

Many thanks to the following commenters who provided assistance this month:

Alys Brigantia, Jeanne Marie Palimpsest, lago Frankley, Méryem al Ixbilia, Scolastica la
souriete, and Seraphina Purple Dolphin

We also thank the attendees of the decision meeting:

Alys Brigantia, Beatrice Green Staff, Eva Mosaic, Fenneke Jans, Jan Cerveny z Tabora, Juliotte
Blue Alaunt, Kay Leigh Mural, and Nest verch Gwilim

Your commentary and insights are always greatly appreciated.

1: Sable Antler Pursuivant

Action Description Decision
Resub Heraldic | Sable Antler Pursuivant Forwarded
Title

The heraldic title element pattern [heraldic tincture] + [charge] + Pursuivant is found in SENA Appendix
E3 as well as "Heraldic Titles from the Middle Ages and Renaissance: Standard Forms by Origin and
Country" by Juliana de Luna, under Heraldic Titles Derived from Heraldic Charges
<https://medievalscotland.org/jes/HeraldicTitlesSCA/heraldic_titles_by type.shtmi>

Sable is the heraldic color word for black, for use in non-personal names per SENA Appendix E5

Antler is a heraldic charge comprised of a solid, typically branched, deciduous horn found on the head of
male deer and some related species per the Oxford English Dictionary (OED). The earliest known use of
the noun antler is in the Middle English period (1150--1500). It is an attested heraldic charge per the
PicDic <https://mistholme.com/dictionary/horn-animals/>, better known as an attire.

The previous submission of this heraldic title, Sable Massacre Pursuivant, was returned on the October
2025 LoAR:


https://medievalscotland.org/jes/HeraldicTitlesSCA/heraldic_titles_by_type.shtml
https://mistholme.com/dictionary/horn-animals/

This heraldic title is returned under SENA NPN5B5 -- Offensiveness by Association.

Unfortunately, due to the negative connotations, we must return this name under SENA
NPNSBS. Concerns were raised in commentary as to whether the substantive element
Sable Massacre could be deemed as an offensive term due to the modern and period
meanings of "massacre", i.e. "mass slaughter/murder”, particularly given the ruling in the
acceptance of the household name Company of the Silver Massacre [A-East - 12/2024]. In
this ruling, we ruled that the household name was acceptable, as the addition of a color
word not commonly associated with violence or slaughter, namely silver, did not rise to the
level of offense required for a return.

In the case here, we are aware that Sable Massacre Pursuivant is based on the charge that
is the group's populace badge, Argent, a massacre within a bordure embattled sable, and
that this heraldic title was submitted based on the heraldic charge, with absolutely no intent
of causing offense. In the context of that blazon, the stag's massacre is not a source of
offense, not least because sable describes both the antlers and the bordure, and is so far
audibly removed from the charge, that any offensive connotations do not arise.

However, the substantive element in this heraldic title is Sable Massacre, a term which in
the current politic climate could be seen as a reference to racial violence and ethnic
cleansing. "Sable massacre" can easily translate into modern English as "black massacre or
slaughter".

There are several other words that can be used to describe this charge that do not give the

same connotations, such as attire, or antlers. Either of these would convey the imagery of
the charge on their populace badge, without giving rise to a term that could appear to be
condoning or advocating racial violence.

The submitter has chosen to use the term Antler, as suggested in the decision above, to remove the

issue.

Notes:

2. Cathalan Ua Briain

Action

Description

Decision

New Name

Cathalan Ua Briain

Forwarded

Submitter desires a gender-neutral name.
The following changes are allowed: minor
Authenticity requested for 13th century Irish.

Language/Culture (13th century Irish) most important.




Cathalan is a Old and Middle Irish Gaelic masculine given name dated from 871 to 1199 as found in
"Index of Names in Irish Annals" by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan
<https://medievalscotland.org/kmo/Annalsindex/M lin thalan.shtml>

Ua is the pre-1200 clan affiliation byname marker as found in "Quick and Easy Gaelic Names, 3rd ed." by
Sharon Krossa <http://medievalscotland.org/scotnames/quickgaelicbynames/#spelling>.

Briain is the genitive form of the Old and Middle Irish Gaelic masculine given name Brian dated from 925
to 1582 as found in "Index of Names in Irish Annals" by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan
<https://medievalscotland.org/kmo/Annalsindex/Masculine/Brian.shtml>

The submitter has requested authenticity for "13th Century Irish". We ask for the assistance of the
College in meeting this request.

Notes:

Kingdom commentary noted that the name was documented, latest, to the 12th century as an
masculine Irish Gaelic name. This is a century shy of the noted authenticity request and does
not meet the gender-neutral request. No other documentation was able to be sourced in

Kingdom and therefore we will ask for the assistance of the College in fulfilling these requests.

3. Cathalan Ua Briain

Action Description Decision
New Device Vert, a sun argent eclipsed azure and a bordure Forwarded
argent

(Note: the shield shape
‘should be approximately
3. Add 5 inches (12.7 cm) wide

s o Foo S (12
Plodss ses tall when prinied)

Notes:


https://medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Masculine/Cathalan.shtml
http://medievalscotland.org/scotnames/quickgaelicbynames/#spelling
https://medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Masculine/Brian.shtml

4, lvette of Worcester

Action

Description

Decision

New Device

Per bend crusilly counter-crusilly vert and argent, in
bend a sinister Canterbury cross argent and a
cardinal gules marked sable

Forwarded with
Changes

Notes:

Kingdom commentary noted that this is the defining instance of the crustilly counter-crustilly
complex line of division, and therefore needs to be documented per SENA A2A. Commentary
was able to source an example of this line of division from the Wernigeroder Wappenbuch, an
armorial from late 15th century southern Germany, and therefore this can be forwarded as is.




It was also noted that the depiction of the Canterbury cross with mid-arm cutouts showing the
field was not a known period depiction of this item, and none was found to support this
coloration. However, Canterbury crosses with noted arm carved decorations are found in period,
including in the original cross
<https://canterburymuseums.co.uk/collections/the-beaney/explorers-and-collectors/canterbury-c
ross/>. Therefore, Kingdom has decided to recolor the cross so that the inner cutouts are also
white, and the submitter has approved this redraw in time to be forwarded.

Commentary thirdly noted that, while cardinals do not have a current definition for proper in the
Glossery of Terms, the coloration of the cardinal in this art is spot on for a male Northern
cardinal (see: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Cardinal/photo-gallery/297087301).
Kingdom therefore has decided to blazon this as a cardinal proper with the above evidence to
attempt the defining instance of proper coloration.

5. Maeretta Ylvasdottir

Action Description Decision

New Name Maeretta Ylvasdottir Returned




Submitter desires a feminine name.

No changes.

Language/Culture (Swedish/Norse name) most important.
Meaning (Yiva meaning she-wolf) most important.

Maeretta is a Swedish feminine given name dated to 1450-1499 as found in "Swedish Feminine Given
Names 1450-1499" by Aryanhwy merch Catmael
<https://www.ellipsis.cx/~liana/names/swedish/smp/smp1450.html>

Ylvasdottir is a Old Norse matronymic byname formed from the Old Norse feminine given name Ylva as
found in Nordic Names <https://www.nordicnames.de/wiki/Ylva>

Notes:

This name is returned for insufficient documentation for both name elements as required per
SENA PN1B2: Sources of Name Phrases.

The documentation provided for the given name does not support the spelling as submitted; the
closest forms documented there are Meereta, Meerreta, Mzerettha, or Mzritta, which may be
enough to support the submission of Meretta but not Maeretta. Commentary was unable to
source additional documentation for the spelling submitted.

The documentation provided for the byname is not an acceptable source. Nordic Names is a
baby name site with undated forms, and therefore its presence there does not prove it was a
name used in period per SENA PN1B2a. Kingdom commentary attempted but were unable to
find an acceptable source for the given name Ylva that would allow it to be used in the
Scandinavian matronymic or patronymic Ylvasdottir.

As the submitter does not allow any changes, we are forced to return the name.

6. Musa-Rannveig Kadalsdéttir

Action Description Decision

New Badge (Fieldless) a mouse sejant erect attired proper Withdrawn



https://www.ellipsis.cx/~liana/names/swedish/smp/smp1450.html
https://www.nordicnames.de/wiki/Ylva

Notes:

Kingdom commentary noted that the posture of the mouse’s head falls more in line with the
ululant posture seen on wolves than the standard sejant erect posture for quadrupeds. Per the
May 2018 Cover Letter: “...we will be discontinuing use of the term ululant in SCA
armory...When used with a whole or demi wolf, a raised head will be treated as an unblazoned
artistic detail and allowed as long as identifiability of the creature is maintained.” However, it
also notes: “As a head posture on a full or demi-beast, its [ululant’s] use is not wholly
remarkable. Due to period heralds being largely unconcerned with consistency in head
placement and orientation on animate charges, the College of Arms doesn't grant any difference
between beasts with heads guardant, regardant, or facing the same direction as the torso. In
these instances, use of ululant had no impact on conflict...” This opens a question that, while
this position is not blazonable, is it permissible for other quadrupeds such as this mouse? As
this case has not been noted, we will raise this to Society’s attention.

Commentary also noted that, as blazoned, this runs afoul of SENA A3B1: "While a few
monsters have a defined proper, most of them do not because they do not exist in nature. Thus,
monsters constructed from animals which can otherwise be proper may not be proper."
However, it was also noted that, if this were changed to a brown mouse proper attired Or, the
rules are less clear. SENA A3B1 states: “Animate and inanimate charges proper may have
wings of a heraldic tincture (or tinctures) added to them.”, leaving the question if attiring an item
is more similar to putting wings on an item, or does this still leave it as a constructed monster.

As there are two points of question with this badge, we raised both points with the submitter,
providing the option to change one or both to avoid the test case, or forward the badge with
both. The submitter has chosen to change the color of the mouse to red to avoid the second
issue, leaving the head posture as the only test case. As per Blue Tyger policy, we will therefore
withdraw this badge and place this on the next available internal Letter of Intent for sufficient
commentary as the change produces a difference from the submitted badge.



7. Nikomedes Stephanou

Action Description Decision

New Name Nikomedes Stephanou Forwarded

Submitter desires a masculine name.
The following changes are allowed: Corrections to spelling, updating the patronymic to be more accurate
Language/Culture (Greek) most important.

Nikomedes is the transliterated form of Nikouridng, a masculine Greek given name dated to 3rd Century

BCE onwards as found in the LGPN with 210 hits < https://oscar.sca.org/s.php?u=2052023 [

search.lgpn.ox.ac.uk ] >

Stephanou is a Greek patronymic byname formed from the masculine given name Stephanos, the
transliterated form of Zrépavog, dated from 5th century BCE onwards as found in the LGPN article
"Stephen-Steven" <htips://www.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/article/stephen-steven>, adjusting the ending -os to the
genitive ending -ou to form the patronymic as per "A Simple Guide to Classical Greek Names" by Ursula
Georges <https://yarntheory.net/ursulageorges/names/classicalgreeknames.html#construction>

Notes:

During the Kingdom commentary period, the LGPN search functionality was unavailable, which
led to the redocumentation of both names. Right before the decision meeting, LGPN search
became accessible and these links have been reverified. However, as of the writing of this letter,
it is down again. LGPN is an Appendix H source, which does not require photocopies, and was
accessible at the time the internal was issued. Therefore, this is not a submission issue but an
unfortunate circumstance. Kingdom thanks ffride Morelle for the redocumentation in the light of
the access issues and will forward the submission with both sources given the continued issues
with LGPN.

This concludes the letter of internal kingdom decisions.

In service to College and Kingdom,
Drasma Dragomira
Blue Tyger Herald


https://search.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/browse.html?field=names&sort=nymRef&query=%CE%9D%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%AE%CE%B4%CE%B7%CF%82
https://www.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/article/stephen-steven
https://yarntheory.net/ursulageorges/names/classicalgreeknames.html#construction

	1: Sable Antler Pursuivant 
	2. Cathalan Ua Briain 
	3. Cathalan Ua Briain 
	4. Ivette of Worcester 
	5. Maeretta Ylvasdottir 
	6. Músa-Rannveig Kaðalsdóttir 
	7. Nikomedes Stephanou 

